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sharing what works in public health



National Collaborating Centres 
for Public Health (NCCPH)

Infectious Diseases
www.nccid.ca

Environmental Health
www.ncceh.ca

Aboriginal Health
www.nccah.ca

Methods and Tools
www.nccmt.ca Healthy  Public Policy

www.ncchpp.ca

Determinants 
of Health
www.nccdh.ca

Established to make research and evidence-informed practice in public health
more relevant and understandable for individuals and organizations 

that can use this information on a daily basis



http://www.nccmt.ca/



Why did we create the Registry?

• 2006 Environmental Scan* 

• Need to identify knowledge translation methods and 
tools

• Need to facilitate quick and easy access to these 
resources
*Ciliska, D., Clark, K., Thomas, H., Valaitis, R., & VanBerkel, C. (2006, September 30). National Collaborating 
Centre: Public health methodologies and tools. Environmental scan: Final report. (Available from the National 
Collaborating Centre for Methods and Tools, 1685 Main St., W. Suite 302, Hamilton, ON, L8S 1G5)



What is the Registry?

an interactive and expanding on-line 
database of resources to support different 
types and stages of knowledge translation 
activities relevant to public health



an interactive and expanding on-line database of 
RESOURCES to support different types and stages of 
knowledge translation activities relevant to public health

TOOLS
standardized 

products

METHODS
standardized 

processes



an interactive and expanding on-line database of resources 
to support different TYPES and stages OF KNOWLEDGE
TRANSLATION activities relevant to public health

Adopted Canadian Institutes of 
Health Research’s definition and 
elements of Knowledge Translation

KNOWLEDGE 
TRANSLATION

SYNTHESIS

DISSEMINATION

EXCHANGE

APPLICATION



an interactive and expanding on-line database of resources 
to support different types and STAGES OF KNOWLEDGE 
TRANSLATION ACTIVITIES relevant to public health



an INTERACTIVE and expanding on-line database of 
resources to support different types and stages of 
knowledge translation activities relevant to public health

• Searchable database
• Options for viewing different levels of information 
• Comparison of methods/tools across a range of features
• Public comments/questions linked to specific methods/tools
• Private feedback, request help, general Registry questions 
• Moderated NCCMT discussion forum (DialoguePH)
• Suggest methods/tools for inclusion
• Sign up for e-alerts



an interactive and EXPANDING on-line database of 
resources to support different types and stages of 
knowledge translation activities relevant to public health

• Launch November 2008 with sample of methods/tools

• First search cycle (2008-10) will look back as far as 1985 

• Subsequent cycles will update searches 

• Relevant methods/tools will be summarized and added to 
the Registry on an on-going basis 

• As fields of KT and KT research expand expect new 
methods/tools will be developed and added to Registry 



an interactive and expanding on-line database of resources 
to support different types and stages of knowledge 
translation activities RELEVANT TO PUBLIC HEALTH

• Registry developed for public health audiences 

• All methods/tools in the Registry are designed 
specifically for public health or can be adapted for 
use in public health



Registry Development Process



http://www.nccmt.ca/registry/index-eng.html
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Learnings
• Decide on definitions, communicate, move on

• On-going and face to face communication 
between project team and web-designers

• Pilot testing with target audiences to inform 
production of summaries

• Marketing and promoting the Registry

• Flexibility to evolve – the Registry as a living 
product/service 



Questions Feedback Discussion

Leslea Peirson 
peirson@mcmaster.ca

Cristina Catallo (Current Registry Coordinator) 
catallc@mcmaster.ca

General Registry Inquiries 
registry@mcmaster.ca


